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Jesus Reveals Himself as our Prophet

I.  He Heals    

II.   He Prays    

III.   He Preaches

Your job title describes what you do.  A United States Postal carrier carries mail for the United States Postal system.  A mover moves stuff.  A teacher teaches.  The title “Pastor” means to be a shepherd.  A homemaker “makes a home” so to speak.  The title retiree means “I can do whatever I want.”  Well, what about Jesus’ title: Christ.  Christ means the anointed one.  So what is his job?  He’s been appointed to do something, but what is it?  You can’t tell just by looking at his title.  Does his name give any clues?  Jesus means he saves.  What did he save?  Whom did he save?

In the Old Testament God’s people may have asked these same questions.  They knew that the Messiah or the Christ was coming.  But what was his job?  God gave his Old Testament people shadows to show them what the Christ would do.  If you stand at the corner of a building you will see a shadow appear before you see the person walk around that corner.  The shadow gives you hints about the person.  One of the hints God gave to his people in the Old Testament were his prophets.  Last Sunday you heard in the First Lesson from Deuteronomy the LORD tell the Israelites that he would, “raise up a Prophet like Moses” from their lineage.  God used the Old Testament prophets to show his people what the Christ would do one day.  Today we have the privilege to look back in the Bible and read about the Old Testament prophets and what they did. We can also fast forward to the New Testament and see how the prophets were shadows or types of Christ.  This morning, in Marks’ gospel, Jesus reveals himself as our Prophet.  Let’s see if we can figure out what Jesus’ job is as Prophet.

I.
In Mark’s gospel story this morning we find Jesus and the first four of his new recruits, Peter and his brother Andrew, and the brothers James and John.  They are in Capernaum, the headquarters for Jesus’ ministry to the cities around the Sea of Galilee.  It seems that Jesus had a room at the home of Peter’s mother-in-law. When they arrived at the home the disciples became aware that Peter’s mother-in-law was sick.  Luke records this same account in his gospel.  Since he was a physician he noted that this was a high fever.  Peter and the disciples immediately entrust the matter to their new Rabbi.  Just a few minutes ago in the synagogue they witnessed him cast out an evil-spirit from a demon-possessed man.  Why not commit this matter to the one who even rebukes evil spirits?

All Jesus has to do is take her by the hand and help her up.  Her fever is gone, instantaneously.  Peter’s mother-in-law immediately begins to serve Jesus and her guests out of thanks.  Now tell me, when you have a fever, what steps do you take to make it go away?  Drink plenty of fluids, get lots of rest and pop some ibuprofen.  When the fever is gone, do you have the sudden urge to hop up and do the dishes or make supper?  Do you see the power your Prophet demonstrates?  Not only did he have the authority to conquer that high fever, later that evening the entire town of Capernaum arrived at the doorstep.  Mark tells us that they brought with them those who were very sick with various diseases.  No matter what the illness, it had to flee at the touch of Jesus.

Why did your Prophet demonstrate divine supernatural powers?  For thousands of years the Israelites had offered sacrifices and kept the strict ceremonial laws God had given to them.  For centuries the Israelites waited for the Messiah.  Then Jesus came along and preached a different message.  He said, “I am the one who was prophesied in the scriptures by the prophets.”  Why should the people believe him?  How were they to know he really was the Christ and not some weirdo?  He preached with authority.  His words had authority.  His miracles proved that what he said was true.  Without his teaching Jesus’ miracles would have meant nothing.  The people would have focused on his works rather than his message.  Jesus had come to heal their sicknesses, and through these miracles show them that he had come to heal their biggest sickness; their sickness of sin.

Jesus also heals your sicknesses.  He is the one who makes your fevers go away, your migraines disappear.  He gives relief to stiff joints and muscles.  He can even cause cancer to flee.  Why do these illnesses sometimes reappear?  Every illness that strikes us is the result of sin.  Jesus had to heal the cause of sickness to save us for eternity.  Sin is like a virus or cold, only this cold will eventually kill you.  In Romans 5 the apostle Paul tells us that because Adam sinned, all have sinned, and because all have sinned all will die.  As parents we pass this virus on to our children. It is inherited by our grandchildren.  There is no medication to halt its destructive path, no inoculation that will keep us from our death.  There is no chemist or biologist who will ever find a cure to stop it.

Jesus found a way.  The same hands that lifted Peter’s mother-in-law off her bed, the same hands that cured the throngs who were stricken with disease, are the same hands that were nailed to a tree.  And there with Jesus’ hands your sin was nailed to the tree.  Your sin was crucified.  Your sin died when Jesus died.  Paul in Galatians writes, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature.” (Gal 5:24)  Although our sinful nature has been crucified, it still tries to rear its ugly head and cause us to sin again and again.  But because it has been killed, it will no longer be our master.  Jesus is our Master and we now do the things he wants us to do.  Although your sinful nature has died, you and I were still born in sin.  We will all die.  But death will not be our master.  Jesus died too, but Jesus cheated death.  He rose bodily from the grave.  He defeated death for you.  As your Prophet Jesus performs a gracious miracle; he heals you of your sin.  He cures you of certain death.  Jesus reveals himself as your Prophet.  He heals.

II.
If you have read through your Old Testament you will notice that the prophets spent a lot of time in prayer.  Jonah prayed for three days straight inside the belly of a giant fish.  Moses constantly prayed to the LORD not to destroy his whining and rebellious children of Israel.  Jeremiah prayed vigorously that the LORD rescue him from his enemies.  Daniel had a great habit.  He prayed three times a day even while in exile in Babylon.  All of those men had busy schedules as God’s prophets.  Yet they took time out to pray.

When we look at our Lord Jesus in this story from Mark, we see that he had quite the busy evening.  The whole town had brought their sick to be cured.  No doubt the news had spread to neighboring towns about this “miracle man” who preaches God’s Word with authority.  Even though he is busy, busy, busy, the Son of God, the Savior of mankind, takes a time out to pray.  He wakes up early, before dawn, so he can be alone.  He engages in one-on-one conversation with his Father.  Why does the Son of God find it necessary to take time to pray?  He is also human.  He needs to talk to his Father about his ministry, to share his cares and concerns.  He needs direction from the Father.  He needs to find strength from his Father to carry on with his plan to save the world from sin.  Can you think of other times Jesus went off to pray?  In the Garden of Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday, the night before he dies to save the world from sin, he gets down on his knees and prays.

If the Son of God took time out of his busy day to stop and pray, why don’t we?  Because we’re sinful, we’re lazy, we’re selfish, our priorities are not were they ought to be.  If Jesus found it important to go and find a private place to pray, why shouldn’t we?  As sinners who have been healed of our sinful condition, we need all the strength we can get to carry on with our ministries.  As Christians we struggle with sin and temptation.  In your prayers ask Jesus, who has been tempted in every way just as you are, to help you with these sins.  In your prayers implore the Father and seek his forgiveness for your less than stellar prayer life.  In your prayers, ask the Father to help you get your priorities straight.  In your conversation with the Father ask him to help you find strength in His Word.  Start today.

III.
Not only does Jesus reveal himself as our Prophet by his healing and praying, he shows himself to be our Prophet by his preaching...  I’m sure you’ve seen them before.  You can find them in just about every major city in America, and even in some small towns.  They’re at the shopping malls, open-air markets and street corners: prophets; prophets of doom who warn you to repent, for the kingdom of God is near.  They seek to instill fear into the hearts of those who pass by and snicker.  The Old Testament prophets were no different.  Jonah walked through the streets of Nineveh, preaching, “God will destroy your city!”  Hosea and Jeremiah and Ezekiel all preached messages of doom to Israel because of their idolatry.  But their preaching was different.  They added the gospel promise.  Repent, turn to God and he will save you for the sake of a promise he made, to send a Messiah, the Christ, the anointed one, a prophet who will come and heal you of your sinfulness.

Jesus reveals himself as our Prophet as he preaches.  After Peter and his companions search all over town to find Jesus, they inform him, “Everyone is looking for you!”  The people had a plan for Jesus’ ministry.  The disciples also had their own idea for Jesus’ ministry.  But the Father had other plans.  Jesus replies, “Let us go somewhere else so I can preach.  That is why I have come.” (vs38)  His objective was not exclusive to heal or perform miracles, but to preach, not just in Capernaum, but all over Judea.  Jesus’ purpose was to heal not just physically, but more importantly, spiritually.  He accomplished spiritual healing through his preaching.  His message was clear, “The kingdom of God has come.  Look at the evidence.  I am God’s Son sent to save you.  My preaching proves it.  My words change people’s hearts.  My miracles prove the authority and power of my words.  Believe it and be saved!”

Jesus still speaks to us today through his Word.  There he tells us, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  Jesus asks you to go and be his prophets.  Pastor, does that mean that I have to go to the street corners and shout messages of repentance and doom?  No, but to talk to those people you meet on the street corners, in your neighborhoods, the grocery store, your platoon.  Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses in Radcliff, Louisville, Kentucky and to the ends of the earth.”  Tell them about the Prophet who came to save the world, who reveals himself to us through his Word as he heals, prays and preaches the gospel, the good news, that he died to save us.

So, have we figured out what Jesus’ job is as the Christ, the anointed one?  He is a prophet, the Prophet.  His job description is to heal, both physically and spiritually, to pray and to preach.  God give you strength this week as you go out as his prophets.  Amen.

